THE CONTENT
OF OUR HOPE

“Thy Kingdom come, Thy
will be done, on earth as it is
in heaven.”  These words
should be most familiar to us.
We pray them just as Jesus
taught his disciples. These
very words of prayer provide
both comfort and direction for
our living, a way to hold onto
hope even in the midst of bro-
kenness and as a guide to find
our way into the gift of tomor-
row in spite of our failures to-
day.

“Thy Kingdom come, Thy
will be done” speak to a reality
beyond our human scope and
interests. Not only is this
world of God’s making, it also
has a purpose and a destiny of
God’s choosing. To be sure,
our shared human conduct
throughout history has had
and continues to have a pro-
found effect upon the world.
Our actions, good and bad,
impact the natural fabric of
the world we inhabit. The con-
sequences of past behavior is
revealed in the present, and
the effects of what we do today
will inherently be noticed by
those of tomorrow. Neverthe-
less, Jesus has revealed to us
that our world has a future
beyond the sum measure of
our physical and social partici-
pation in the world. Our world
is infused with God’s interests
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and plan.

To pray “Thy Kingdom
come, Thy will be done” is
to trust God’s way, to at-
tempt to faithfully live under
God’s authority, to believe
that what God desires will
indeed happen, and to un-
derstand that the state of
our and the world’s future is
thankfully beyond our con-
trol. “Thy Kingdom come,
Thy will be done” is a pray-
er which expresses confi-
dence and certainty in
God’s wisdom and power as
well as providing a sense of
relief and hope that the
world and its inhabitants
will not forever wear the
marks of human sin and
apostasy.

To pray “Thy Kingdom
come, Thy will be done”
may seem a cry of urgency
to get us out of the mess in
which we currently find our-
selves, especially in times of
fear and foreboding. But
these words that Jesus
taught reveal a deep and
abiding commitment and
investment that God has
with all that God has creat-
ed. Any hope that we might
have can only be recognized
by the revelation of God’s
grace as seen in and

through Jesus, which alone
overcomes the devastating
effects of sin and its conse-

quences.

The content of our hope
is not to be found in the
changes we anticipate to
make for the better, or the
desirous “good” of our con-
duct, no matter how “good”
the intention. Rather, to
pray “Thy Kingdom come,
Thy will be done” places
the content of our hope on
the powerful will of God for
whom all things are possi-
ble. The God whom we
come to know through Je-
sus, the One who raised Je-
sus from the dead, is a God
who loves us and the creat-
ed world. This love is abid-
ing and eternal, and has its
place here “on earth and it
is in heaven.” That being
said, even though we, apart
from God, are unable to
produce, in and of our-
selves, that which will pro-
vide a future of hope, we
can now participate in that
hope that comes from God’s
grace (heaven on earth, if
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First Evangclical Luthcran
Church, Mi”linburg, PA

404 Market Street

Mifflinburg, PA 17844

570-966-0266

E-Mail: firstiu@dejazzd.com

Office Hours: TUES-THURS, 9:00-1:00

Worship Schedule
First Lutheran Sunday Worship
Service beginning at 10:30 AM

Sunday School will begin at
9:15AM
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You Seen
Our Web Site?

Please visit FELCMifflinburg.org
and see whatds happening.
Submit any comments and or an-
nouncements youdd |ike to b

. V(\a/hgr?sg/%u are aware of situations

the church office. such as births, deaths, hospital
please notify as-888232hhOc&bbk}

pastorjohn@4bell schurch.c



