BUFFALO VALLEY LUTHERAN PARISH NEWS
APRIL 2026

PASTOR'S PARAGRAPHS

Grace and peace to you!

We are coming to the end of the Season of Lent, and the fifty days of Easter will begin.
Last month, | wrote about the colors and symbols used during the season of Lent, and
this month, | am going to write about the days of Holy Week and Easter.

As | have said previously, Palm/Passion Sunday is very interesting for me because we
begin the service by celebrating Jesus' triumphal entrance into Jerusalem and then
shift to Jesus' suffering on the cross, all in one service. Our current Palm Sunday
processions are gleaned from much larger and ancient liturgical processions. The early
church in Jerusalem began the tradition by processing from the Mount of Olives into
Jerusalem on the Sunday at the beginning of Holy Week. In the eleventh century, the
procession became an official part of the Roman liturgy. The Church in Rome instituted
the practice that led to the same day being known as the Sunday of the Passion: the
reading of the Passion narrative. This is the only Sunday that is set aside for the
complete reading of the passion narrative. We see the diversity of Christian liturgical
traditions in this service. We process singing "Hosana" at the beginning of this service
to hear about Christ's betrayal, arrest, torture, and death, and then we process to
receive the meal that will hold us all together!

The name Maundy Thursday is derived from the Latin mandatum, meaning
"command," referring to the foot-washing ceremony in the Gospel of John. In the
gospel of John, Jesus spoke of the "new commandment" to love one another as he
himself had loved. The Thursday in Holy Week is also the anniversary of the institution
of the Lord's Supper, which was held the evening before Jesus' crucifixion. Maundy
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Thursday developed as preparation for pascha. Pascha is the original Greek term for
Easter. In the early church many disciplines related to Lenten preparation for Easter
baptism concluded on the Thursday before Easter. The season of Lent involved many
days of fasting, Maundy Thursday became the night on which the Lenten fast was
broken during holy communion. The stripping of the altar and worship space unfolds in
the Middle Ages as the practice of cleaning the space and changing the paraments.

The term Good Friday most likely came from "God's Friday," just as "good by" comes
from "God be with ye." Friday in Holy Week is the anniversary of the crucifixion. This is
the one day of the year that the church does not pray the great thanksgiving and
celebrate holy communion. Holy communion is always a celebration of the resurrection
of Christ. The lectionary appoints the reading of the passion from the Gospel of John
on Good Friday. On the Sunday of the Passion, the passion narratives come from the
gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke; John's passion is to be read only on Good Friday.
Luther states: "John's Gospel is the one, fine, true, and chief gospel, and is far, far to
be preferred over the other three and placed high above them." The intercessions on
Good Friday trace back to the fifth century and extend fully to all of humanity and
creation. The cross is carried in procession, and we, as worshipers, are encouraged to
engage with it, which expresses confidence in the power of God!

On Easter Sunday, we celebrate Jesus overcoming death and the grave! The Easter
season begins with the Easter Vigil (on Holy Saturday night or at dawn on Easter
Sunday) and ends fifty days later on Pentecost. Do you know how the date of Easter is
selected? The day of Easter is observed on the first Sunday after the first full moon
that occurs on or after the vernal equinox, which is March 21, and was established by
the Council of Nicaea in 325 AD. Easter Day can occur between March 22" and April
25™. This method of dating Easter is to make sure it coincides with the feast of the
Passover, since the first Easter took place during that feast. The Easter season lasts
for fifty days, but we actually celebrate the resurrection of Christ every Sunday. The
paschal candle is lit each Sunday during the fifty days, but on Easter day, it is lit before
the assembly enters the worship space and is placed near the altar or the baptismal
font. On Easter Sunday, we enact the message of salvation by joining to Christ and to
one another in Holy Communion. Christ has risen from the dead!

Next month, we will continue looking at the different church seasons. As always, |
continue to lift you up in prayer! If you have any pastoral care needs, please let me
know.

Peace in Christ,
The Rev. Curt Wingert
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PARISH NEWS

2026 HOLY WEEK AND EASTER SCHEDULE
First Lutheran, Christ’s United (4-Bells)

Thursday. April 2
7:00 p.m. — Maundy Thursday Service @ FELC

Eriday. April 3
7:00 p.m. — Good Friday Service @ CULC

Sunday. April 5
6:30 a.m. — Easter Sunrise Service @ CULC**

Easter Breakfast @ CULC
10:30 a.m. — Easter Sunday Service @ FELC

**The 6:30 Sunrise service will be outside around a fire, so please plan accordingly.

Faith Followers Youth Group

Our last Faith Followers meeting (March 15th) was an absolute blast as we dove into
the art of Pysanky eggs, a Ukrainian form of egg drying. The creativity in the room was
incredible! The night was led by Ann Beckley and her brother. During devotional time,
Andrea explained how Pysanky eggs are a lot like us-built in layers. Just like the wax
protects certain colors from dye, we explored the things in our lives we need to protect
and value as we grow. It was so great to see such a strong turnout. We had at least
thirty join us (including parents and grandparents)!

Coming up:
Get ready to trade your craft supplies for some stylish rental shoes! For
our next Faith Followers meeting, we are heading to the lanes for a night

When: Sunday, April 19, 2026 Time: 5:00 pm Where: Blue Moose
What to bring: socks, a friend, cash, and your best victory dance!!
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Check out the photos from the Pysanky egg session on our church website. If you
need a ride to the bowling alley, please reach out to Andrea Mayeski.

See you on the lanes!!

Contemporary Worship Services
Our next contemporary worship service will be held on April 26. We will meet at First
Lutheran at 10 am. We hope you make plans to join us.

WANTED: Passionate Volunteers for our Contemporary Service! Want to help
create an amazing worship experience? \We have immediate openings on our team.
No experience needed—just a willing heart! Please contact Andrea Mayeski at (717)
816-3979 or andreamayeski@yahoo.com.
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Mother/Daughter, Father/Son Banquet

Would you be interested in attending a Mother/Daughter or Father/Son banquet? If so,
please complete the reservation form and return it to either church office no later than
Sunday, April 12t

| will be attending the Mother/Daughter Banquet on May 16" at 5:00 pm at CULC.

Total number attending

Name:

| will be attending the Father/Son Banquet on June 13" at 5:00 pm at FELC.

Total number attending

Name:

ANNOUNCING!

GROUP
MISSION

TRIPS

Buffalo Valley Lutheran Parish will be sponsoring their
4" GROUP MISSION TRIP in June, 2027!!!

Many of you are aware that we hosted very successful mission trips in 2005, 2010 and
2015 which resulted in over 220 homes in our tri-county area receiving repairs at no
cost to the homeowner! Our youth and adult chaperones were part of the 350-400
campers at each camp. Our church members and community volunteers gave
hundreds of hours for months and the weeks of setting up, the actual camp week and
the follow-up after the campers left. The campers are Junior/Senior and College
students with adult chaperones. In the past we had campers from as far as California.
Campers loved our area hospitality so much they were first to sign up for our other
camps!



WE WILL NEED a TREMENDOUS amount of help to host this camp. The Mifflinburg
School District has approved the lodging and meals for all campers.

When | say there is something for each of you to do at this camp as a host — it is true!
ALL ages! | will share those opportunities in the coming months and the timeline of
what needs done each and every month beginning in June of THIS YEAR. For a
successful camp we need to start one year before the hands and feet of Jesus show

up!

| am super excited that our own youth will be campers — staying at the school and will
have a tremendous addition to their confirmation training with service to others.

| look forward to hearing from each one of you as we go forward in the ways you will
support this opportunity to serve others as Jesus places your picture on his refrigerator
the week of the camp in June, 20271

Kim Sawyer — (570) 713-4577
GMT Coordinator
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Community Vacation Bible School 2026

¢ Date: July 6-9
PLEflsE.{/ Place: Mifflinburg Community Town Park Pavillion
NOTE ~ Theme: Staying Connected to the True Vine (John 15:5)

Youth Leaders Needed: please consider keeping this date open

FELC NEWS

Free Community Meal at FIRST

First Lutheran will be serving a free community meal on Saturday, April 4, from 11:00
—12:30. All are welcome! Please enter the door in the alley behind the church. The
next meal will be held on Saturday, May 2.
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Music at First

Apr. 5 — Easter — Choir rehearses at 9:45 am; no rehearsal after worship

Apr. 12 — Piano/Organ duet — Chimes rehearse after worship

Apr. 19 — Tone Chimes — Chimes rehearse at 9:45 am; choir rehearses after worship
Apr. 26 — Contemporary service at FIRST, 10 am; no rehearsals.

Monthly Coffee Hour
- The next coffee hour will be held on April 19, following worship in the
multipurpose room. We hope you will join us.

Kiwanis Food Boxes for Needy Families

As the new year begins, we have decided to again collect food items for the Christmas
boxes given out in December by the Mifflinburg Kiwanis Club. Last year the response
from our congregation was wonderful, and the Kiwanis Club was so grateful for our
donations. We will run it exactly as we did last year, with a particular food item
designated for each month. A box for your donations will be on the pew in front of the
hall bulletin board.

Please be sure the items will be in date until the end of January 2027. Thank you so
much for your participation. The list is as follows:

April - canned soups August - peanut butter
May - pasta September - jelly

June - pasta sauce October - pancake mix
July - boxed potatoes November - syrup

December- cereal

BACKPACK PROGRAM

Backpack Lunch Program

We will be participating in the backpack lunch program again this May. We will be
packing bags on the 6" and 20" of May. Thanks to the ladies of WELCA for funding
this project. More information will be in upcoming bulletins and in May’s Newsletter.

Volunteers Needed
FELC needs a couple more ushers and lay readers. You would be assigned a couple
of times a year. Please contact the church office to sign up. Thank you in advance.

Altar Flowers
The cost of altar flowers is now $50 for 2 vases.
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Empty Coffee Cans Needed
We are in need of empty #1 coffee cans for altar flowers. You may place them on the
pew in the office hallway.

Weis/Wenger’s Gift Cards

Gift cards are available in denominations of $25, $50, or $100 and make

wonderful gifts for any occasion. Kim Sawyer is selling the cards. They will be available
on Sundays, before or after church; at her home; in the church office when the
secretary is in; and Kim will also deliver. Contact her at 570-713-4577. Make checks
payable to "First Lutheran Church" and use them as cash or the recipient can do the
same. YOU receive the card's full value, and Weis gives 5% and Wenger's 10% of
purchase to our mission fund! Many thanks to all who support this mission.

CULC NEWS

CULC Money Counters
We are still in need of additional offering counters after worship services. If interested,
contact Barry Spangler (570-966-0406).

Help Celebrate Kathy Spangler’s Birthday

Please join us on Sunday, May 3, from 1:00 - 3:00 pm at CULC in showering Kathy
Spangler with cards and birthday wishes. Cake and finger sandwiches will be provided.
If you have any questions, contact Janice Wagner (570-966-9600).

Reserved Facility Dates:

April 24/25 — Channel Seed Meeting
June 6 — Class Reunion Banquet
November 14 — |H Collectors Banquet

UPCOMING MEALS

Ham Loaf Dinner

Our ‘Drive Through’ Ham Loaf Dinner is planned for April 18" at Christ’s United. The
time is 3:30 pm until sold out; advanced orders will also be taken. Please check our
website at www.4bellschurch.com to place your order. The dinner includes ham loaf,
scalloped potatoes, green beans and applesauce. If you would like to volunteer to help
prepare the meal, take it to the cars, or clean up, please call Kim Blyler at 570-716-
5601 or email him at kim@4bellschurch.com.

Turkey Dinner — May 30 — More information will be forthcoming.



http://www.4bellschurch.com/
mailto:kim@4bellschurch.com

Paul Brann

Donnie Chappel

Jeff Clouser

Roger Dunkle

Rick & Darlene Endy
Melanie Eng

Amy Evers

Dorothy Furgison
Gary Gemberling
Pearl Gemberling
Ruth Gessner

Linda Gingrich

Gary & Janet Hackenberg
Keith Hackenberg
Laurie Harvey
Eugene Hassinger
Paul & Sherri Klauger
Nancy Klinepeter
David Laudermilch
Roy Laudermilch
Kyleigh Leiser

Tonia Longer

Cathy Meiser

The Shut-Ins:

Scott Meiser

Tim Meiser

Steve & Judy Moyer
Brian Nogle
Melinda Noll

Dave Oberlin

Kris Ruhl

Larry Sampsell

Don Seebold

Lucas Sanford

John Schnure

Lee & Kathy Spangler
Chuck Spurr

Don Swartzlander
Rhelda Valentine
Kerm Wagner
Marlene Walters
Tom Watters
Donald Weller

Alica Zimmerman

Millard Boyer, Mary ‘Lib’ Dunkle, Lois Elliott, Betty Goss, Doris Moll, June Ocker,
Helen Pirone, Dottie Rathfon, Barb Reed, Sam Schnure, Dotty Seebold, Nancy
Ulrich, Max & Trena Zeller

The Troops:
Thaddeus Miller, Zachary Miller

Also:
The family of Louis “Chap” Elliott

In an effort to keep the prayer list current, Christ’s United will clear their current list on a quarterly
basis. A new list will begin in January, April, July, and October. If you want to continue an
existing prayer request or have a new prayer concern, please contact Margie.
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BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

1 — Joseph Zimmerman (C)
4 — Steven Moyer (C), Denny Neece (F)
5 — Perri Hull (F), Harvey ligen (F)
10 — Darryl Mincemoyer (F)
11 — Reagyn Rothermel (F)
15 — Nancy Snook (F)
17 — Don Seebold (F)
18 — Courtney Snyder (C)
20 — Dennis Boop (C), Matthew Zimmerman (C)
23 — Ray Mincemoyer (F)
24 — Janelle Hicks (F), Avery Kline (C), Jeff Mensch (F)
28 — Betty Goss (C)
29 — Katherine Hassinger (C)

/..

2 — Tom & Karen Watters (C) (1977)
21 — Greg & Teresa Shuck (C) (1990)
22 — Andrew & Daphne Clouser (C) (1995)
23 — Jason & Brandi Zimmerman (C) (2005)
24 — James & Lori Bailey (49 yrs) (F)
29 — Don Il & Tracy Seebold (26 yrs) (F)
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Date: Greeters: Lay Reader: Communion Asst:
4/03 Judy Moyer & Idella Zimmerman  Barry Spangler

4/05 Judy Moyer & Idella Zimmerman  Greg Shuck Greg Shuck
4/12 Judy Moyer & Idella Zimmerman  Lee Spangler Dianne Shuck
4/19 Judy Moyer & Idella Zimmerman  Lisa Lapp Janice Wagner
4/26 Joint Service at FELC

Sound System: Barry Spangler Altar Guild: June Wenrich
Ushers: The Boop Family

REMINDER! You are responsible for finding a substitute if you are unable to be here when scheduled.
Altar Guild Members, Sound System Operators & Ushers are responsible for any special services
scheduled during the month.

Date: Lay Reader: Ushers: Acolytes:
4/02 TBD TBD TBD

4/05 Don Seebold Il Christian Boyer/Harry Boyer Brynn Umholtz
4/12 Linda Skinner Jeff Crossland/Linda Skinner Hannah Boyer
4/19 Andy Long Andy Long/Libby Loss Harry Boyer
4/26 Don Seebold Il Jeff Mensch/Jim Schwartz Erica Boyer

Chief Usher: Barb Randecker
Money Counters: Libby Loss/Jane Moore Altar Guild: Ann Beckley/Marianne Motto

If you are scheduled to help with the service and are unable to fulfill your responsibility,
please contact the Chief Usher. If you are scheduled to count money and are unable to do so,
please find a substitute.
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BUFFALO VALLEY LUTHERAN PARISH

The Rev. Curt Wingert, Pastor
Pastor Curt’s e-mail: pastorbuffalovalleyparish@gmail.com
Parish Council Members: Marianne Motto, Barb Randecker, Kim Sauers,

CHRIST’S UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH

13765 Old Turnpike Rd., Millmont, PA
17845
570-922-1860

CULC e-mail: culc@4bellschurch.com
CULC Website: www.4bellschurch.com
CULC Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/4bellchurch1

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday-Thursday — 9:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m.

STAFF MEMBERS

The Members of the Congregation,
The Ministers

Matthew Wagner, Organist

Diane Valentine & Karen
Zimmerman, Pianists

David Swartz & Barry Spangler,
Digital Music Arrangers

Loretta Martin, Custodian

Margie Dunkle, Secretary/Asst.Treas.

Brandi Zimmerman, Council Secretary

Dianne Shuck, Treasurer,

Financial Recording Secretary

COUNCIL MEMBERS

Joel Blyler — Dennis Boop
Gina Buttorff — Bev Catherman
Terry Kline — Duane Lapp

Lisa Lapp — Greg Shuck
Teresa Shuck — Linda Smith

Breonna Zimmerman - Ildella Zimmerman
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Greg Shuck, Teresa Shuck, Idella Zimmerman

FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
404 Market St., Mifflinburg, PA 17844
570-966-0266

FELC e-mail:
felcmifflinburg@gmail.com

FELC Website: felcmifflinburg.org

FELC Facebook: First Evangelical
Lutheran Church Mifflinburg PA

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday —
9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

STAFF MEMBERS

Sue Nentwig - Church Secretary
Katiann Lloyd - Financial Secretary
Gloria Mincemoyer - Treasurer
Diane Scott - Director of Music
Dylan Maneval - Sexton

Kay Trick - Housekeeping

COUNCIL MEMBERS

Jamie Bartlett — Christian Boyer
Drew Christy — Perri Hull

Linda Lewis — Jeff Mensch

Barb Randecker — Kim Sauers —
Don Seebold Il
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CAMP MOUNT LUTHER

355 Mt. Luther Lane, Mifflinburg, PA 17844
Phone: (5670) 922-1587 E-mail: cml@campmountluther.org

Summer Staff Needed

Summer 2026 is coming fast, and Camp Mount Luther is hiring! They
are looking for college-aged students (or people you know) who want a
meaningful summer, building leadership skills, community, and faith.
Serving on camp staff creates lifelong friendships and real-world experience
that lasts well beyond summer.

Their greatest need is for cabin leaders, who care for and guide up to 15
children or youth each week. It's a big responsibility—but also incredibly fun
and rewarding.

Staff receive two weeks of training in early June, with campers arriving
June 15. Camp runs through August 5 and includes housing and meals.
Scheduling conflicts? Let us know—we’ll work with you.

Apply today for a summer full of leadership, friendship, and FUN! Need
internship credit? Tell us—we’ll help make it work.

Vendor Show
Camp Mt. Luther’s Vendor Show will be held on April 18 from 9 am - 3 pm.
Proceeds benefit the Mifflinburg Area Band Boosters and music education.

Spring Work Day

To get camp and our cabins ready for our summer season, Camp Mount
Luther will once again have Work Day on Saturday, May 16, starting at 9
am. Everyone is invited to help clean, mulch, and do general clean-up
around camp. Lunch will be provided.

Alumni Staff are invited to stay overnight on Friday and/or Saturday for
fellowship, worship, and meals for a small fee. Please RSVP by May 11.

Upcoming Events
There are many upcoming events at Camp Mt. Luther. Check out their
website for more information: campmountluther.org.
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#Women's Page

Day of Renewal/Learning — April 25

The Upper Susquehanna Synodical Women’s Organization Day of
Renewal/Learning is scheduled for April 25 at Messiah, South Williamsport,
with the theme of “Meditating with God”. The cost is $35. Workshops will be
given by Pr. Ken Elkin and Keith Whites| of Whitesel's Stained Glass. A
stained-glass project to take home will be done. A free-will offering will be
taken to go to SALT. Registration forms are available in the church office.

Convention

July 25

Location: United Lutheran Church, Sunbury
Cost: $40

The day will include the necessary business meetings, a Bible study, and a
breakout session involving the packing of 150 school kits which will go to
CWS (Church World Services) for distribution. Items for the kits will be
purchased by the USSWO Board. Churches are being asked to donate
toward the cost of the items.

This year the In-Kind donation will be for pet supplies to be given to a pet
shelter and a pet clinic in the area. The items requested include:dog treats,
garbage bags, blankets, laundry detergents, towels, wet dog food, Piddle
pads, small dog beds, belly and surgical suits.

Bring a friend or two and enjoy the day with other women from across the
Synod. A registration form is available in the church office.

SYNOD NEWS

Bishop’s Open Golf Classic — May 11

Golfer registrations and sponsorships are being accepted for Camp Mount
Luther’s Bishop’s Open Golf Classic, to be held on May 11 at the
Susquehanna Valley Country Club in Shamokin Dam. Shotgun start time is
12:30 pm with registration and lunch at 11:30 am. This fundraiser benefits
their summer camp for children, youth, and families. Email
cml@campmountluther.org or call (570) 922-1587 with questions.
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April 2026

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
10:00 Hope’s
Haven-CULC

2 Maundy
Thursday

1:00 WELCA-
FELC

7:00 Combined
Service-FELC

3 Good Friday

7:00 Combined
Service-CULC

4

11-12:30
Community
Meal-FELC

5 Easter
6:30 Sunrise
Service-CULC
Breakfast to
follow

9:45 Choir-FELC
10:30 Easter
Worship-FELC

6:00 Kiwanis-
FELC

6:30 Scouts-
FELC

9

10

1

12

8:30 Worship-
CULC

9:30 Adult S.S.-
CULC

9:00 Adult S.S.-
FELC

10:30 Worship-
FELC
Chimes-FELC

13

14

6:30 Scouts-
FELC

15
10:00 Hope’s
Haven-CULC

16

17
9:00 Workday-
CuLC

18
9:00 Workday-
CULC

3:30 Ham Loaf
Supper-CULC

19

8:30 Worship-
CuLC

9:30 Adult S.S.-
cuLc

9:00 Adult S.S.-
FELC

9:45 Chimes-
FELC

10:30 Worship
-FELC
Choir-FELC
Coffee Hour
5:00 Youth
Bowling

20

6:00 Kiwanis-
FELC

May
Newsletter
Articles Due

21

6:30 Scouts-
FELC

7:00 Council-
CULC

22

6:30 Council-
FELC

23

24

Kitchen/FH
Reserved-CULC

25

Kitchen/FH
Reserved-CULC

26

9:00 Adult S.S.-
FELC

10:00 Combined
Contemporary
Service-FELC

27

28

6:30 Scouts-
FELC

29

30
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